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An adequate public facilities ordinance (APFO) is a growth management tool that attempts to link 
the timing of new development to the availability of public facilities capacity needed to serve the 
development. The list below identifies, for the 14 counties that have enacted an APFO, (1) the 
ordinance citation(s); (2) the types of public facilities the ordinance covers; (3) links to exemptions 
from the ordinance’s requirements; and (4) links to more information (if available).  
 
Anne Arundel 
 

Ordinance:  Anne Arundel County Code, § 17-5-101 et seq. 
 

Types of Public Facilities Covered: 

• Fire suppression – § 17-5-301 
• Roads – § 17-5-401 et seq. 
• Schools – § 17-5-501 et seq. 
• Sewerage – § 17-5-601 
• Storm drain – § 17-5-701 et seq. 
• Water supply – § 17-5-801 

Exemptions:  § 17-5-201, § 17-5-207 

More information:  County adequate public facilities webpage 

Baltimore 

 Ordinance:  Baltimore County Code, § 32-6-101 et seq. 

 Regulation:  Baltimore County Zoning Regulations, § 4A02 

 Types of Public Facilities Covered: 

• Schools – § 32-6-103 
• Transportation – § 32-6-104 
• Water – § 32-6-105 
• Sewer – § 32-6-106 
• Stormwater – § 32-6-107 
• Open space – § 32-6-108  

https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/annearundel/latest/annearundelco_md/0-0-0-116089
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/annearundel/latest/annearundelco_md/0-0-0-116247
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/annearundel/latest/annearundelco_md/0-0-0-116251
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/annearundel/latest/annearundelco_md/0-0-0-116278
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/annearundel/latest/annearundelco_md/0-0-0-116318
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/annearundel/latest/annearundelco_md/0-0-0-116326
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/annearundel/latest/annearundelco_md/0-0-0-116343
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/annearundel/latest/annearundelco_md/0-0-0-116147
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/annearundel/latest/annearundelco_md/0-0-0-116212
https://www.aacounty.org/planning-and-zoning/development/adequate-public-facilities#:%7E:text=The%20purpose%20of%20the%20Adequate,General%20Development%20Plan%20growth%20objectives.
https://library.municode.com/md/baltimore_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=ART32PLZOSUCO_TIT6ADPUFA
https://library.municode.com/md/baltimore_county/codes/zoning_regulations?nodeId=ZONING_CODE_ART4AGRMA_S4A02BASEMA
https://library.municode.com/md/baltimore_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=ART32PLZOSUCO_TIT6ADPUFA_S32-6-103OVSCDI
https://library.municode.com/md/baltimore_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=ART32PLZOSUCO_TIT6ADPUFA_S32-6-104TR
https://library.municode.com/md/baltimore_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=ART32PLZOSUCO_TIT6ADPUFA_S32-6-105WA
https://library.municode.com/md/baltimore_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=ART32PLZOSUCO_TIT6ADPUFA_S32-6-106SE
https://library.municode.com/md/baltimore_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=ART32PLZOSUCO_TIT6ADPUFA_S32-6-107STMA
https://library.municode.com/md/baltimore_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=ART32PLZOSUCO_TIT6ADPUFA_S32-6-108OPSP
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Exemptions:  § 32-6-103(f) 

More information:  Adequate public school facilities 

Calvert 

 Ordinance:  Calvert County Code, § 3-1 et seq. 

 Types of Public Facilities Covered: 

• Fire and emergency medical services – § 3-4 et seq.  
• Roads – § 3-6 et seq. 
• Schools – § 3-8 et seq. 
• Solid waste – § 3-10 et seq. 
• Storm drainage – § 3-12 et seq. 
• Water and Sewer – § 3-14 et seq. 

Exemptions:  § 3-1D 

More information:  Adequate Public Facilities Report for Schools 

Caroline 

 Ordinance:  Caroline County Code, § 162-38 et seq. 

Types of Public Facilities Covered: 

• Roads – § 162-39 
• Drainage outlets – § 162-40 
• Schools – § 162-41 
• Fire protection – § 162-42 
• Solid waste collection – § 162-43 

Carroll 

 Ordinance:  Carroll County Code, § 156.01 et seq. 

Types of Public Facilities Covered: 

• Schools – § 156.05(D)(1)(a), (2)(a), and (3)(a) 
• Roads – § 156.05(D)(1)(b), (2)(b), and (3)(b) 
• Fire and emergency medical services – § 156.05(D)(1)(c), (2)(c), and (3)(c) 

https://library.municode.com/md/baltimore_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=ART32PLZOSUCO_TIT6ADPUFA_S32-6-103OVSCDI
https://www.baltimorecountymd.gov/departments/planning/development-land-use
https://ecode360.com/30198114
https://ecode360.com/43146900
https://ecode360.com/43146915
https://ecode360.com/43146925
https://ecode360.com/43146955
https://ecode360.com/43146962
https://ecode360.com/43146973
https://ecode360.com/43146830
https://www.calvertcountymd.gov/804/Adequate-Public-Facilities-Report-for-Sc
https://ecode360.com/8726470
https://ecode360.com/8726475
https://ecode360.com/8726478
https://ecode360.com/8726481
https://ecode360.com/8726484
https://ecode360.com/8726487
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/carrollcounty/latest/carrollcounty_md/0-0-0-22880
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/carrollcounty/latest/carrollcounty_md/0-0-0-22951
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/carrollcounty/latest/carrollcounty_md/0-0-0-22951
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/carrollcounty/latest/carrollcounty_md/0-0-0-22951
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• Police – § 156.05(D)(1)(d), (2)(d), and (3)(d) 
• Water and sewer – § 156.05(D)(1)(e), (2)(e), and (3)(e) 

Exemptions:  § 156.03(B) 

More information:  County adequate public facilities webpage 

Charles 

 Ordinance:  Charles County Code, § 297-255 et seq. 

 Types of Public Facilities Covered: 

• Roads – § 297-257 
• Schools – § 297-258 
• Water supply – § 297-260 
• Fire suppression for rural areas – § 297-261 

Exemptions:  § 297-256B, § 297-256C, § 297-257B, § 297-258A 

More information:  County adequate public facilities manual  

Frederick 

 Ordinance:  Frederick County Code, § 1-20-1 et seq. 

Types of Public Facilities Covered: 

• Roads – § 1-20-30 et seq. 
• Water supply – § 1-20-40 et seq. 
• Sewerage – § 1-20-50 et seq. 
• Schools – § 1-20-60 et seq.     

Exemptions:  § 1-20-7  

More information:  County adequate public facilities webpage 

Harford 

 Ordinance:  Harford County Code, § 267-126 

Types of Public Facilities Covered: 

• Schools – § 267-126B(2)(a) 

https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/carrollcounty/latest/carrollcounty_md/0-0-0-22951
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/carrollcounty/latest/carrollcounty_md/0-0-0-22951
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/carrollcounty/latest/carrollcounty_md/0-0-0-22921
https://www.carrollcountymd.gov/government/directory/planning-land-management/development-review/concurrency-management/
https://ecode360.com/27247988
https://ecode360.com/27247997
https://ecode360.com/27248009
https://ecode360.com/27248033
https://ecode360.com/27248034
https://ecode360.com/27247995
https://ecode360.com/27247996
https://ecode360.com/27247999
https://ecode360.com/27248009
https://www.charlescountymd.gov/government/planning-and-growth-management/planning-and-growth-management-publications/guides-and-process-manuals
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/frederickcounty/latest/frederickco_md/0-0-0-8733
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/frederickcounty/latest/frederickco_md/0-0-0-8981
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/frederickcounty/latest/frederickco_md/0-0-0-9060
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/frederickcounty/latest/frederickco_md/0-0-0-9078
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/frederickcounty/latest/frederickco_md/0-0-0-9094
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/frederickcounty/latest/frederickco_md/0-0-0-8843
https://www.frederickcountymd.gov/8030/Adequate-Public-Facilities-Ordinance-APF
https://ecode360.com/13237542
https://ecode360.com/13237583
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• Sewerage – § 267-126B(2)(b) and (3)(a) 
• Water – § 267-126B(2)(c) and (3)(b) 
• Roads – § 267-126B(2)(d) and (3)(c) 

Exemptions:  § 267-126B(2)(a)(4) 

More information:  County annual growth report 

Howard 

 Ordinance:  Howard County Code, § 16.1100 et seq. 

Types of Public Facilities Covered: 

• Roads – § 16.1101 
• Schools – § 16.1103 
• Water, sewer, stormwater, and solid waste – § 16.1111 

*Also see:  Housing unit allocation concept – § 16.1102 

Exemptions: § 16.1107 

More information: County adequate public facilities webpage 

Montgomery 

Ordinance:  Montgomery County Code, §§  8-30 - 8-32, § 14-7, § 33A-15, § 50.4.3.J, § 
50.10.3; County 2024-2028 Growth and Infrastructure Policy 

Types of Public Facilities Covered: 

• Schools – Growth and Infrastructure Policy, S1 through S5 
• Motor vehicle – Growth and Infrastructure Policy, TL1 
• Non-motor vehicle – Growth and Infrastructure Policy, TL2 
• Water and sewerage – Growth and Infrastructure Policy, p. 20 
• Police, fire, and health – Growth and Infrastructure Policy, p. 20 

Exemptions:  Montgomery County Code, § 50.4.3.J.3; Growth and Infrastructure Policy, 
S3.2.1 and TL3  

More information: County growth and infrastructure policy webpage  

https://ecode360.com/13237593
https://ecode360.com/13237633
https://ecode360.com/13237605
https://ecode360.com/13237645
https://ecode360.com/13237616
https://ecode360.com/13237656
https://ecode360.com/13237592
https://www.harfordcountymd.gov/2163/Data-Reports
https://library.municode.com/md/howard_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=HOCOCO_TIT16PLZOSULADERE_SUBTITLE_11ADPUFA
https://library.municode.com/md/howard_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=HOCOCO_TIT16PLZOSULADERE_SUBTITLE_11ADPUFA_S16.1101ADTRFA
https://library.municode.com/md/howard_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=HOCOCO_TIT16PLZOSULADERE_SUBTITLE_11ADPUFA_S16.1103ADSCFA
https://library.municode.com/md/howard_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=HOCOCO_TIT16PLZOSULADERE_SUBTITLE_11ADPUFA_S16.1111ADWASESTSOWAFA
https://library.municode.com/md/howard_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=HOCOCO_TIT16PLZOSULADERE_SUBTITLE_11ADPUFA_S16.1102HOUNALCOHOUNALCH
https://library.municode.com/md/howard_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=HOCOCO_TIT16PLZOSULADERE_SUBTITLE_11ADPUFA_S16.1107EX
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/planning-zoning/adequate-public-facilities
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/montgomerycounty/latest/montgomeryco_md/0-0-0-121067
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/montgomerycounty/latest/montgomeryco_md/0-0-0-125001
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/montgomerycounty/latest/montgomeryco_md/0-0-0-143326
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/montgomerycounty/latest/montgomeryco_md/0-0-0-149176
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/montgomerycounty/latest/montgomeryco_md/0-0-0-149846
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/montgomerycounty/latest/montgomeryco_md/0-0-0-149846
https://apps.montgomerycountymd.gov/ccllims/DownloadFilePage?FileName=12341_1_25895_Resolution_20-651_Adopted_20241112.pdf
https://apps.montgomerycountymd.gov/ccllims/DownloadFilePage?FileName=12341_1_25895_Resolution_20-651_Adopted_20241112.pdf
https://apps.montgomerycountymd.gov/ccllims/DownloadFilePage?FileName=12341_1_25895_Resolution_20-651_Adopted_20241112.pdf
https://apps.montgomerycountymd.gov/ccllims/DownloadFilePage?FileName=12341_1_25895_Resolution_20-651_Adopted_20241112.pdf
https://apps.montgomerycountymd.gov/ccllims/DownloadFilePage?FileName=12341_1_25895_Resolution_20-651_Adopted_20241112.pdf
https://apps.montgomerycountymd.gov/ccllims/DownloadFilePage?FileName=12341_1_25895_Resolution_20-651_Adopted_20241112.pdf
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/montgomerycounty/latest/montgomeryco_md/0-0-0-149176
https://apps.montgomerycountymd.gov/ccllims/DownloadFilePage?FileName=12341_1_25895_Resolution_20-651_Adopted_20241112.pdf
https://apps.montgomerycountymd.gov/ccllims/DownloadFilePage?FileName=12341_1_25895_Resolution_20-651_Adopted_20241112.pdf
https://montgomeryplanning.org/planning/countywide/growth-and-infrastructure-policy/
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Prince George’s 

Ordinance:  Prince George’s County Subdivision Regulations, § 24-4501 et seq.  

*The regulations took effect April 1, 2022, and are subject to a transitional period 
described in § 24-1901 et seq., most recently modified (as of January 2025) by CB-074-
2024 

 Types of Public Facilities Covered: 

• Transportation – § 24-4505 
• Pedestrian and bikeway – § 24-4506 
• Parks and recreation – § 24-4507 
• Police – § 24-4508 
• Fire and rescue – § 24-4509 
• Schools – § 24-4510 

Exemptions:  § 24-4510(a)(3) 

More information:  Planning department subdivision webpage 

Queen Anne’s 

 Ordinance:  Queen Anne’s County Code, § 28-1 et seq. 

Types of Public Facilities Covered: 

• Water – § 28-7A 
• Sewer – § 28-7B 
• Schools – § 28-7C 
• Transportation – § 28-7D 

Exemptions: § 28-4 

More information:  County adequate public facilities ordinance webpage 

St. Mary’s 

 Ordinance:  St. Mary’s County Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance, § 70.1 et seq. (p. 70-1) 

Types of Public Facilities Covered: 

• Roads – § 70.7 

https://online.encodeplus.com/regs/princegeorgescounty-md/doc-viewer.aspx?secid=1037#secid-1037
https://princegeorgescountymd.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=6853236&GUID=F895573D-2D6E-4C66-8EE3-179FE0F5D653&Options=ID%7cText%7c&Search=
https://princegeorgescountymd.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=6853236&GUID=F895573D-2D6E-4C66-8EE3-179FE0F5D653&Options=ID%7cText%7c&Search=
https://online.encodeplus.com/regs/princegeorgescounty-md/doc-viewer.aspx?secid=1037#secid-1042
https://online.encodeplus.com/regs/princegeorgescounty-md/doc-viewer.aspx?secid=1037#secid-1043
https://online.encodeplus.com/regs/princegeorgescounty-md/doc-viewer.aspx?secid=1037#secid-1044
https://online.encodeplus.com/regs/princegeorgescounty-md/doc-viewer.aspx?secid=1037#secid-1045
https://online.encodeplus.com/regs/princegeorgescounty-md/doc-viewer.aspx?secid=1037#secid-1046
https://online.encodeplus.com/regs/princegeorgescounty-md/doc-viewer.aspx?secid=1037#secid-1047
https://online.encodeplus.com/regs/princegeorgescounty-md/doc-viewer.aspx?secid=1046&keywords=police%27s%2Cpoliced%2Cpolices%2Cpolicing%2Cpolice%2Cfire%27s%2Cfired%2Cfires%2Cfires%27%2Cfiring%2Cfire#secid-1047
https://www.pgplanning.org/development-process/subdivision-applications
https://ecode360.com/7134318
https://ecode360.com/7134463
https://ecode360.com/7134473
https://ecode360.com/7134480
https://ecode360.com/7134488
https://ecode360.com/7134377
https://www.qac.org/240/Adequate-Public-Facilities-Ordinance
https://www.stmaryscountymd.gov/docs/currentzo.pdf
https://www.stmaryscountymd.gov/docs/currentzo.pdf
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• Sewerage – § 70.8 
• Water – § 70.9 
• Storm drainage – § 70.10 
• Schools – § 70.11 
• Fire prevention and suppression – § 70.12 

Exemptions:  § 70.3,  § 70.11.1     

Washington 

 Ordinance:  Washington County Adequate Public Facilities Ordinance 

 Types of Public Facilities Covered: 

• Roads – § 4.1 et seq. 
• Schools – § 5.1 et seq. 
• Sewage – § 6.1 et seq. 
• Water – § 7.1 et seq. 
• Fire protection – § 8.1 et seq. 

Exemptions:  § 4.1, § 5.2 

More information:  Subdivision and Site Plan Review 

https://www.stmaryscountymd.gov/docs/currentzo.pdf
https://www.stmaryscountymd.gov/docs/currentzo.pdf
https://www.stmaryscountymd.gov/docs/currentzo.pdf
https://www.stmaryscountymd.gov/docs/currentzo.pdf
https://www.stmaryscountymd.gov/docs/currentzo.pdf
https://www.stmaryscountymd.gov/docs/currentzo.pdf
https://www.stmaryscountymd.gov/docs/currentzo.pdf
https://www.washco-md.net/wp-content/uploads/legal-APFO.pdf
https://www.washco-md.net/wp-content/uploads/legal-APFO.pdf
https://www.washco-md.net/wp-content/uploads/legal-APFO.pdf
https://www.washco-md.net/wp-content/uploads/legal-APFO.pdf
https://www.washco-md.net/wp-content/uploads/legal-APFO.pdf
https://www.washco-md.net/wp-content/uploads/legal-APFO.pdf
https://www.washco-md.net/wp-content/uploads/legal-APFO.pdf
https://www.washco-md.net/wp-content/uploads/legal-APFO.pdf
https://www.washco-md.net/wp-content/uploads/EPR-planrev-SubSiteRev-geninfo.pdf



