TASK FORCE TO STUDY FIDUCIARY ADJUDICATION IN MARYLAND
RECOMMENDATIONS

The Maryland Association of the Judges of the Orphans’ Courts convened for its annual
conference on May 6, 2026. The members had previously viewed the hearings and in
consultation with Task Force members Judge Groves and Judge Fisher during the conference,
offer the following recommendations:

1. Maintain a stand-alone probate court to have jurisdiction over fiduciary matters.

2. Change the name of the Orphans’ Court to Probate Court.

3. Establish an Orphans’ Court Judicial Nominating Commission for vacancies.
4. Change election term from 4 years to 8 years.
5. Require that candidates for Orphans’ Court run pursuant to the same election laws as

candidates for Circuit Court.

6. Amend the Maryland Constitution, Article V, Section 40 to provide for a minimum age
requirement of 30 for Orphans’ Court Judges.

7. Should there be continued consideration of eliminating lay judges on all Orphans’ Courts,
create a new task force that:

- includes 2 attorney judges and 2 lay judges;

- commits to at least 2 years of research and work;

- requires all members to visit Orphans’ Courts in both urban and rural
jurisdictions;

- attaches a fiscal impact report to all recommendations; and,

- provides that any lay judges just elected or re-elected are grandfathered in for
the remainder of their term.

Respectfully submitted,
Hon. Athena Malloy Groves, Chair, Conference of Orphans’ Court Judges
Hon. Juliet Fisher, Vice Chair, Conference of Orphans’ Court Judges





