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Ms. Vandegrift and Mr. Garcia,

I was unable to get this to you during the work week, but I would like very
much to share it with the committee, if at all possible, please, including my
introduction, below.  Thank you very much for whatever you can do toward
that goal.

Best regards,
Melissa Bright

Dear Senator Charles and Members of the Task Force,

I hope that this reaches all of you while you are still engaged in the work of the
Task Force.  I am sending it to you both to pay tribute to an outstanding
Orphans' Court Judge, and to share with you that among the lay judges, we are
blessed to have some truly superlative individuals.  Judge George Ames of the
Dorchester County Orphans' Court has been on the bench since 1994. 
Following the last election, as Chief Judge of that court he was responsible for
the integration and training of two brand new lay judges.  He encouraged them
to complete the requisite training, but more importantly, he carefully, patiently,
and respectfully taught them in every court session where to find the applicable
statutes and rules, what to look for in a case, how to evaluate the evidence, and
so much more.  In addition, he has always nurtured his court's relationship with
the Register of Wills, both the person and the office, and he modeled for his
new judges how that relationship should look, feel, and work.  And beyond
that, he has heeded the urgings of Judge Robert Bell, more recently reiterated
by Chief Justice Fader, to get out into the community and be seen by the people
so that the constituency can know who the Orphans' Court judges are, what
they do, and why it matters.  To that end, in addition to his own incredibly
impressive community involvement, he has led the entire Dorchester County
Orphans' Court in visiting local schools, introducing themselves to young
children and helping them to understand, in gentle, age-appropriate ways, what
this court means to their families and why the Orphans' Court can be your
friend when certain important work needs to be done.  Sparking interest and
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curiosity in the judicial system - how better to teach young minds and open up
to them possibilities they are seeing for the first time.

The article attached is from the 2018 election cycle, in which Judge Ames
explains in simple terms what the Orphans' Court is, and also details his own
record of community service and involvement.  That's important because the
independent probate court was designed to be part of the community, with an
innate understanding of the community it serves. Judge Ames is a superlative
example of what we, all of us who serve this court across the state, should
strive to be: educated in our craft and always seeking to improve; respectful to
our teammates on the bench and in the Register's office; respectful and caring
towards the people we serve; and involved with our community in ways that
enhance trust in the judiciary.

Thank you for taking time to meet Judge George Ames.

Melissa Bright

Melissa Pollitt Bright
Chief Judge, Orphans' Court for Wicomico County, Maryland
443-735-2631
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