Pennsylvania Juvenile Justice Task Force



Task Force Charge

“Our charge to this interbranch initiative is to develop data-
driven policy recommendations through stakeholder
consensus with the goals of:

1. protecting public safety,

2. ensuring accountability,

3. containing costs, and

4. 1mproving outcomes for youth, families, and

communities.”
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Key Data Findings

° In Pennsylvania, following a 1995 law, some youth’s cases
must be filed directly in adult court, without juvenile court

review

. Any felony alleged against a child age 14 or older may be
transferred by the juvenile court for criminal prosecution

. Research indicates charging youth in the adult criminal
justice system does not serve as a deterrent and can lead to
higher rates of reoffending.



Philadelphia, Allegheny Counties are driving large decreases
in filings for adult prosecution; other counties up since 2009

Adult Prosecution Filings* by County: 2009 - 2019
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*Figures represent the total number of transfer dispositions that occurred in Pennsylvania Juvenile Courts and the number

of statutory exclusion cases filed with Pennsylvania Minor Courts. Any cases that were decertified are omitted from these

figures.
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Phila decreased 85%; Allegheny decreased 64% since 2009
Statewide – 32% between 2017 and 2018


Youth are more likely to come under criminal court
jurisdiction due to statutory exclusion than transfer

Total Number of Transfer Dispositions* and Statutory Exclusion
Filings**: 2009-2018
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*Figures represent the total number of transfer dispositions that occurred in Pennsylvania Juvenile Courts.

**Figures represent the number of statutory exclusion cases filed with Pennsylvania Minor Courts.
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Decrease of 37% from 2017 to 2018

1. Alleged crime occurs
2. Arrest takes place
3. Preliminary hearing is held ordinarily in one of the base-level courts to determine if the case should be brought to trial

Determines:
1. Whether serious criminal cases go to the Court of Common Pleas
2. Preliminary arraignments and preliminary hearings
3. Setting and accepting bail, except in murder or voluntary manslaughter cases




At transfer hearings, juvenile court judges send youth to adult
court for criminal prosecution at least 70% of the time

Outcome of Transfer Hearing:
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13% more likely to be transferred


Theft, possession with intent to deliver drugs are most
common offenses among youth transferred to criminal court

(1) o
Top 5 Offenses (2018): i Top 5 Offenses (2018): o
. Transfer . o Transfer
Transfer Filings 1 Transfer Dispositions . "
Filings Dispositions
Possession with Intent to Possession with Intent to 0
1 Deliver Drugs e Deliver Drugs 22%
2 Theft-Related* Offense 19% Theft-Related” Offense 22%
3 Firearm-Related** Offense 15% Firearm-Related** Offense 17%
4 Aggravated Assault 10% Involuntary Deviate Sexual 70,
Intercourse
5 Involuntary Deviate Sexual 8% Robbery 70,
Intercourse
Total 76% (100%) Total 76% (100%)

*A theft-related offense includes: theft, theft by unlawful taking, theft by deception, theft by receiving stolen
9

property, and theft from a motor vehicle. **A firearm-related offense includes unlawful possession of a firearm,
unlawful use of a firearm, carrying a firearm without a license, and possession of firearm by minor.
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*Firearm-related offense = unlawful possession of a firearm; unlawful use of a firearm; carrying a firearm without a license; possession of firearm by minor; unlawful sale of a firearm; providing a minor a firearm



Among all cases where adult prosecution is pursued, nearly
60% get dismissed/withdrawn or end up in juvenile court

Outcome of Adult Prosecution Proceedings for Transfer and Statutory
Exclusion Cases* : 2009- 2019
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*Includes youth who had a transfer to criminal court hearing but ultimately remained in juvenile court and youth who had

filings in the Minor Courts or the Court of Common Pleas that were ultimately dismissed or withdrawn.




Approximately 80% of youth convicted in criminal court are
sentenced to time in a county jail or state prison

Sentences of Youth Convicted in Criminal Court:
2019
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What 1s the Task Force
recommending be done about 1t?

. Eliminate statutory exclusion from juvenile court (“direct
file”).
. Raise the minimum age at which a youth may be

transferred by a judge to criminal court for certain serious

offenses to 16.

. Shift the burden of establishing that the “public interest is
served” by the transfer of the case to criminal court to the
Commonwealth 1n all cases.

. Youth under the age of 18 shall not be held in county jails,
even if the youth is charged as an adult.



Additional Information

Task Force Website:
http://www.pacourts.us/pa-juvenile-justice-task-force

— Adult prosecution data from Wednesday
— September 30, 2020


http://www.pacourts.us/pa-juvenile-justice-task-force
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