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Facts Worth Noting:

 The Harford County Liquor Control Board (“Board”)

is comprised of five (5) Commissioners including one (1)

Chair and one (1) Vice Chair

 Commissioners are nominated by the Harford County

Executive to the Harford County Delegation to the

Maryland General Assembly which delegation in turn

approves or rejects the County ExEcutivE’s

nomination

 Once approved by the Delegation, Commissioners are

then confirmed in their nomination process by the

Harford County Council



The Board:

 EACH INDIVIDUAL Commissioner serveS a consecutive

three (3)-year term and may be reappointed AT the

discretion of the County Executive

 Terms of the individual Commissioners are staggered

in relation to one another IN ORDER to avoid the

total turnover of the board every three (3) years



Board administration:

 The Board CURRENTLY has a staff of five (5) members:

 Administrator (and board counsel)

 Inspector

 Administrative Assistant

 Special Projects Coordinator

 Accountant



BOARD Duties and 

Responsibilities:

 Board personnel oversee the daily administration of

approximately 205 active alcoholic beverage licenses

(“LicEnsEs”)

 Each of the Licenses renews each licensing year (May 1 –

April 30) for the period of the applicable activity and

processes for renewal purposes at the same time each

year (first quarter of the calendar year)



BOARD Duties and 

Responsibilities (conTINUED):

 The BOARD PRIMARILY distinguishes between such

Licenses by Class so as to distinguish by and between

the type of alcohol (Beer / Wine / Liquor) allowed

thereby as well as the nature of the associated

privilege (on-sale and/or Off-Sale)



Board Duties and 

Responsibilities (continued):

 Board personnel also oversee the daily

administration of approximately 615 natural persons

(affectionately known as “hEartBEats”) and business

entities ALL OF which serve as alcoholic beverage

licensees (“LicEnsEEs”)

 Licensees are most commonly Liquor Stores (Class A),

Bars / Restaurants (Class B) and Clubs (Class C) but now

include such diverse non-traditional opportunities

as Harford Community College, (Class CC) and Horizon

Cinemas in Fallston (class MT)



More About the Board:

 The Board was created and is governed by State

statues so as to administer the same through its own

Board Rules and Regulations

 ThOSE State statues USED TO BE set forth by Article 2B of

the Annotated Code of Maryland – that was however

repealed and recodified as the Alcoholic Beverages

Article effective 1 July 2016



The Board (continued):

 It should be noted that not all Liquor Control

Boards are created equal

 The BOARD operates most similarly to the Washington

County Liquor Control Board

 However all County and/or City Liquor Control

Boards in the State of Maryland do serve in associated

(parallel) enforcement with the Office of the

Maryland State Comptroller, Field Enforcement

Division



The Board (continued):

 The BOARD is a hybrid, quasi-governmental agency

which is neither MARYLAND State Nor Harford County

Government in nature

 The Board in turn receives NO funding WHATSOEVER

from either the State or THE County Government

 The Board is instead funded through License-related

fees and fines received from proposed and actual

licenseEs



Board Hearings and

Related Matters:

 The board collects fines and imposes associated

penalties upon Licensees for various violations of the

Alcoholic Beverages Article and/or the Board’s

associated Rules and Regulations via administrative

proceedings before the board known as “show Cause

hEarings”

 Licensees may appear pro se or with counsel for the

purposes of such Hearings

 Licensees may appeal certain decisions of the board by

filing a Petition for Judicial Review with the Circuit

Court for Harford County in a timely manner



Board Hearings

and Related Matters (continued):

 The board most commonly hears matters involving

Service of Alcohol to Persons under the Legal

Drinking Age of 21 (Underage Drinking)

 Such cases usually arise from Compliance Testing

operations which are conducted in cooperation with

and support from the Maryland State Police

 Other problem areas of enforcement MOST COMMONLY

include Over-Service of Alcohol (Service to

Intoxicated Persons)



Myth Busters from the board:

 There is NO B.Y.O.B in Harford County --- Issues related

to LOCATIONS AND/OR events where B.Y.O.B. occurs are

subject to enforcement by local law enforcement

agencies and the State comptroLLEr’s Office

 B.Y.O.L. events are however permitted when properly

advertised in advance in connection with certain one

(1)-Day (per diem) Licenses issued to legitimate non-

profit organizations

 Not all public consumption of alcoholic beverages

requires a one (1)-day (per diem) license --- private,

invitation-only and/or free events such as wedding

receptions or company parties are examples of same



Myth Busters From the BOARD

(continued):

 The board does NOT generally regulate Maryland

breweries, wineries and/or distilleries (except for class

dbr in re: breweries)

 Statewide caterers via state Comptroller and Mobile

caterers via board must cater both alcohol and

food (not necessarily “soup to nuts”)



Questions, Concerns or 

Curiosities ???

Thank You!




