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Nationally, COVID-19 cases have increased rapidly in youth justice 
facilities over the last month
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Youth COVID-19 Cases in Juvenile Justice 
Facilities*

Total Reported by Date

7/1: 763

8/3: 1,520
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Youth COVID-19 Cases in Juvenile Justice 
Facilities*

Weekly Subtotals

*COVID-19 data aggregated by The Sentencing Project from available state and local public data sources and media reports.



6% increase

January 1 February 1 March 1 April 1 May 1 June 1

4,085 4,298 4,479

3,493

3,087

The detention population decreased by 27% between March 1 and
June 1. There was a month-to-month uptick from May 1 to June 1.

3,267

*Data in the rest of the presentation taken from Annie E. Casey Foundation monthly survey of state and local juvenile justice systems. Jurisdictions 
included cover 35% of nation’s youth population.



January

211 207

149

99

50% decrease

The percentage decline in admissions to juvenile detention in May 
2020 remained at half its pre-coronavirus level

103

February March April May

Displaying admissions per day to account for a shorter month of February. 



slowed by 22%

60%
57%

62%
52%

The lower release rates from juvenile detention in April and May 
2020 meant youth were staying in detention longer

January February March April May

48%

Release rate: Percentage of youth spending at least one day in detention who were released during the month.



33%
lower

June 1

4,479
4,085 4,298

3,493

2,480

3,087

One of every three youth in detention on June 1, 2020 would have 
been released if the release rate had stayed at its March level

Jan 1 Feb 1 Mar 1 Apr 1 May 1

2,177

3,267

Population if release rate had not fallen after MarchActual population



27% decrease

From March to June, overrepresentation of black youth got worse 
solely because systems released white youth at a faster rate

492

1,973
1,837

488

717

1,361

670650

1,914

1,462

White Youth  
AfricanAmerican30% decrease

Jan 1 Feb 1 Mar 1 Apr 1 May 1 June 1

505

1,448

The reporting jurisdictions in the subset represent about 30% of the national youth population, ages 10 to 17; and about 85% of 
the detention population captured in the full survey. Overall trends in subset are similar to those in the full survey.



Admissions to detention among black youth fell by slightly more 
than admissions among white youth
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54% decrease

52%
decrease

January February March April May

19

42

Displaying the monthly average of admissions per day to account for a shorter month of February. The reporting jurisdictions in the subset represent about 30% of the 
national youth population, ages 10 to 17; and about 85% of the detention population captured in the full survey. Overall trends in subset are similar to those in the full survey.
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