
Juveniles Charged as Adults 
Data



Recommendation 19
Improve data-sharing among agencies that serve 
youth charged as adults by requiring the Governor’s 
Office of Crime Prevention, Youth, and Victim 
Services to work with key stakeholders to develop a 
data collection plan to collect, collate, and ultimately 
analyze data from criminal justice agencies, 
including law enforcement, corrections, and the 
courts, in order to better understand the issue of 
youth charged as adults at every level of the adult 
criminal justice system from arrest to case 
resolution.



Current Data Sources (Department of Public 
Safety and Correctional Services)

House Bill 943, Chapter 252  requires the Central Repository (CJIS) to report information to the Maryland 
Statistical Analysis Center (MSAC) on data pertaining to juveniles charged as adults in Maryland and 
submit a report to the General Assembly By June 30 and December 31 of each year. 

Every six months, MSAC receives an excel spreadsheet from CJIS on every juvenile charged as an adult 
for the past 6 months 

● Date of arrest
● County of arrest
● Age
● Race
● Gender
● Primary Charge

http://goccp.maryland.gov/reports-publications/juveniles-reports/juveniles-charged-adults-hb-943/

http://mlis.state.md.us/2002rs/bills/hb/hb0943t.PDF


Current Data Sources (Department of Public 
Safety and Correctional Services)

Limitations

● Based on fingerprinting as a reportable event
● Does not include the juveniles name or the case number
● Does not include waiver hearing information 
● Does not include criminal history to accurately determine exclusionary offenses

Questions

● What additional information is collected by DPSCS through CJIS? 





Current Data Sources (Department of Public 
Safety and Correctional Services)

The Department’s Offender Case Management System will have information on any juvenile detained in 
one of the state prison facilities including but not limited to the following: 

● Intake date
● Facility name
● Age
● Race
● Gender
● Primary Charge



Current Data Sources (Department of Juvenile 
Services)

Juveniles charged as adults who are eligible to file for transfer to juvenile court may be held in a secure juvenile 
detention facility if ordered by the court. These youth may be held in secure juvenile detention pending a transfer 
hearing to determine if jurisdiction should remain in the adult court or be transferred to the juvenile court. DJS has 
data on youth held in their detention facilities for the adult court pending a transfer hearing. DJS also provides 
information on youth whose complaints were transferred to the juvenile court.

Some of the data elements collected include:

● The number of youth placements in juvenile facilities pending an adult transfer hearing
● The number of youth transferred to a juvenile court
● The outcomes of juvenile court waiver hearings
● Demographics 
● Primary charge
● Detention facility
● Average length of stay



Current Data Sources (Department of Juvenile 
Services)

Limitations

● DJS is not able to provide any information on youth charged as an adult that originated 
in the adult court nor the outcomes of those hearings.

Questions

● What additional information is collected by DJS?
● Can these juveniles be linked to DPSCS juveniles charged as adults?







Current Data Sources (Administrative Office of the 
Courts)

AOC houses data on District and Circuit Court cases from pre-trial through sentencing. All District Court 
as well as Circuit Court data for 20 counties are available through The Maryland Electronic Courts 
(MDEC) which creates a single Judiciary-wide integrated case management system.  The Vera Institute 
presented some statistics on juveniles charged as adults that they received from MDEC including:

● Arrest date
● The number of juveniles charged as adults court cases
● County of court
● Demographics
● All charges
● Cases transferred to juvenile court
● Disposition of the case (transferred, nolle pros, guilty etc.)
● Sentence length



Current Data Sources (Administrative Office of the 
Courts)

Limitations

● Does not include criminal history information to get the full scope of exclusionary 
offenses 

● Data is not unified by county until MDEC goes full live statewide 

● Charges are not always ordered by severity

Questions

● What additional information is collected by the Courts?
● How do we link the courts data to the DPSCS and DJS data?





Next Steps

● GOCPYVS will create a data collection plan detailing where all necessary juveniles charged as 
adults data is currently collected, the timeliness of this data and any challenges with collecting and 
collating this data. 

● Once a data collection plan has been established and reviewed by the JJRC, we will work the 
necessary data owners to establish data sharing agreements or recommend legislative changes 
necessary for collecting this data for analysis. 

● Develop a data collection strategy with applicable agencies to successfully link all datasets together 
to track a juvenile charged as adult throughout the criminal justice system from arrest through 
sentencing. 



Proposed Data Elements
● Defendant information to include date of birth, age, ethnicity, race, sex, address, and any inmate, police or state 

identification number.
 

● Offense information to include date of arrest and date and location of offense.
 

● Law enforcement information to include the arresting agency and police report and complaint numbers.

● Charge information to include charge description, type, charging code, CJIS code, statute, charge seriousness 
ranking, charge number, and literal language of charge.

● Court information to include jurisdiction, location, case numbers, and case tracking numbers.

● Case processing information to include the filing dates, hearing dates, and outcomes of motions to transfer physical 
custody to DJS, to transfer proceedings to juvenile court, to transfer disposition to juvenile court, or to waive 
jurisdiction.



Proposed Data Elements

● Information related to setting and release on bail, personal recognizance and home detention.

● Case outcome information to include hearing and trial dates and type of hearing, type of trial (jury/bench), disposition 
such as dismissed, not guilty, nolle prosequi, findings of incompetency and not criminally responsible.

 
● Sentence information to include sentence imposed, fines/costs imposed, suspension of sentence, probation length 

and type, restitution, sex offender registration, domestic violence designation, parole restrictions, offenders scores, or 
other special offender or sentence characteristics.  This should include information on life sentences



Questions or additional ideas
Follow up on DPSCS data

When did kids get counsel

Assessments 

Follow up with Montgomery and PG - court data

Process issues in the adult court - length of time, length of stay in an adult jail

Local jails - how to manage juveniles in  their facilities 

Cost? Detention and pretrial, DJS, 




