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Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) 
 
 Signed into law on December 10, 2015 
 Designed to create a long-term, stable 

federal policy Takes effect in the 2017-2018 
school year 

 Takes effect in the 2017- 2018 school year 
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Substantive Changes 
Federal v. State and Local Control in ESSA 

Federal State and 
Local 
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Key Elements of ESSA 

 Accountability Plans, Goals, Systems 
 Low Performing Schools Identification and 

Supports 
 Assessment 
 “Challenging” Academic Standards 
 English-Language Learners - proficiency 
 Students in Special Education 
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GOALS 

ESSA requires states to… 
 set “ambitious” long-term goals, and measurements of 

interim progress 
 include goals on Academic Achievement, English 

Learner proficiency, and graduation 
 determine goals based on proficiency 
 determine timeline for long-term and interim goals 
 demonstrate goals narrow achievement gaps 
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MULTIPLE MEASURES 
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Indicators 
Elementary/Middle Schools 

Indicator 
School Quality/Student 

Success 

Indicator 
Progress/Growth 

Indicator 
Achievement  

Indicator 
English Learner 

Proficiency 

Indicators 
High Schools 

Indicator 
School Quality/Student 

Success 

Indicator 
Graduation 

Indicator 
Achievement 

Indicator 
English Learner 

Proficiency 



Components of the  
Consolidated State Plan 

 Consultation and Coordination 
 Challenging Academic Standards and 

Assessments 
 Accountability, Support, and Improvement for 

Schools 
 Supporting Excellent Educators 
 Supporting All Students 
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Guiding the Work 
 ESSA External Stakeholder Committee 

 Includes representatives from the Governor’s Office, State 
Board of Education, Maryland Association of Boards of 
Education, LEAs - teachers, principals, local Superintendents, 
teacher associations, other school leaders, charter school 
leaders, parents, community-based organizations, civil rights 
organizations, institutions of higher education, employers, 
equity groups, and others. 

 ESSA Internal Committee (MSDE) 
 Seven ESSA Sub-Committees with 

stakeholder representation 
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Outreach and Timeline 
 More than 52 meetings/focus groups seeking input 

since March with more planned including surveys and 
regional gatherings to seek input 

 Discussions with the State Board monthly – focus has 
been mainly on Accountability System for Maryland 

 First Draft planned for December 2016 – will share to 
gather input  

 Planning for additional drafts in March and April 2017 
 Submission of Plan – July 2017 
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Maryland’s Assessment Program 

A tradition of high expectations and 
rigorous standards … 
  

 While consistently advancing 
student achievement 
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Maryland’s Assessment Program 

Quality 
Curriculum 

Targeted 
Instruction 

Rigorous 
Assessments 
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Maryland’s Assessment Program 
 

Looking Back… 
  Looking Forward 

From tests of Basic Skills… 
  To College & Career Ready 
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Maryland Functional Test 1988 
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Maryland Functional Test 1988 
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Maryland Functional Test 1988 
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PARCC 2015 

16 



PARCC 2015 
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PARCC 2015 

18 



History of Statewide Testing in Maryland 

MFTP 
• Maryland Functional 

Testing Program 

Grades 
• 7-8 
• 9 
• 10 (citizenship) 
• 11 

Content Areas 
• Reading 
• Mathematics 
• Writing 
• Citizenship 

MSPAP 
• Maryland School 

Performance 
Assessment 
Program 

Grades 
• 3, 5, 8 

Content Areas 
• Reading 
• Language Usage 
• Writing 
• Mathematics 
• Science 
• Social Studies 

HSA 
• High School 

Assessment 

Grades 
• 9-12 

Content Areas 
• Algebra (through 

2015) 
• English (through 

2015) 
• Biology 
• Government 

MSA 
•Maryland School 
Assessment 

Grades 
•3-8 

Content Areas 
•Reading 
•3, 5, 8 – since 2003 
•4, 6, 7 – since 2004 

•Mathematics 
•3, 5, 8 – since 2003 
•4, 6, 7 – since 2004 

•Science 
•5, 8 – since 2007 

PARCC 
•Partnership for 
Assessment of Readiness 
for College and Careers 

Grades 
•3-8 
•High School end of 
course 

Content Areas 
•Reading 
•Mathematics 
•Writing 
•Algebra I, II 
•Geometry (2016-17) 
•English 10 
•English 11 (2015-16) 
•English 9 (2016-17) 
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Mathematics Reading Science

Common Core Aligned Curricula 
Implementation 2012-2014 

 

MARYLAND SCHOOL ASSESSMENT PROGRAM 
2003-2014 TREND BY PERCENT PROFICIENT 

 
ELEMENTARY AND MIDDLE SCHOOL  

 
 

Transition To PARCC 
Assessments  

2013-2014 
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Mathematics English 10 Biology

HIGH SCHOOL ASSESSMENTS 
2004-2014 TREND  
FIRST TIME TEST TAKERS BY PERCENT PASSING 

Common Core Aligned Curricula 
Implementation 2012-2014 

 
Transition To PARCC 

Assessments  
2013-2014 
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2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014
Mathematics (E) 60 68.2 74.1 78.1 80.9 83.9 84.9 86.5 86.3 87.7 83.9 75.8
Mathematics (M) 39.6 48.6 55.7 60.2 63.3 68.5 71.2 72.6 73.7 76.2 72.3 63.1
Mathematics (E/M) 53 58.1 64.6 68.9 71.8 76 77.9 79.5 80 82 78.2 69.6
Algebra I 59.9 54.5 67.8 73.5 74.1 67.5 66.1 71.4 72.2 70.5 66.3
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Year 

Mathematics (E)
Mathematics (M)
Mathematics (E/M)
Algebra I

* High School Assessments are first time test takers. 

Common Core Aligned Curricula 
Implementation 2012-2014 

 
Transition To PARCC 

Assessments 2013-2014 
 

MATHEMATICS BY PROFICIENCY - ALL STUDENTS 
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2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014
Reading (E) 62 71.5 77 78.9 81.1 86.1 87 86.9 88 88.2 86.4 84.3
Reading (M) 59.9 66.4 67.9 69.9 71.6 78.5 81.8 82.8 83.5 82.1 83.4 79.6
Reading (E/M) 61.3 68.9 72.3 74.2 76.2 82.2 84.4 84.8 85.8 85.2 84.9 82
English 10 57.9 61.2 72.3 70 70.8 72.4 72.4 74.4 72.0 73.0
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Year 

Reading (E)
Reading (M)
Reading (E/M)
English 10

Common Core Aligned Curricula 
Implementation 2012-2014 

 
Transition To PARCC 

Assessments 2013-2014 
 

* High School Assessments are first time test takers. 

READING BY PROFICIENCY - ALL STUDENTS 
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HOW DID OUR STUDENT GROUPS 
DO DURING THIS TIME? 
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80% 

94% 

89% 

73% 

82% 

67% 

58% 

83% 

72% 

48% 

52% 

39% 

All Students

Asian

White

Hispanic

American
Indian

African
American

Mathematics MSA Grade 3-8 Assessment  
Improvement 2004 to 2010 

Racial Groups by Percent Proficient 

2004
2010

28% 

30% 

25% 

17% 

11% 

22% 

* Racial Categories were redefined in 2010 so trend data is presented from 2004 to 2010.    
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80% 

52% 

69% 

68% 

58% 

24% 

38% 

36% 

All
Students

Special
Ed

FARMS

LEP

Mathematics MSA 3-8 Grade Assessments  
Improvement 2004 to 2012  

Student Groups by Percent Proficient 

2004
2012

22% 

28% 

31% 

32% 
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85% 

94% 

92% 

86% 

79% 

76% 

69% 

84% 

81% 

66% 

57% 

54% 

All Students

Asian

White

American
Indian

Hispanic

African
American

Reading MSA Grade 3-8 Assessment  
Improvement 2004 to 2010 

Racial Groups by Percent Proficient 

2004
2010

22% 

22% 

20% 

11% 

10% 

16% 

* Racial Categories were redefined in 2010 so trend data is presented from 2004 to 2010.    27 



85% 

76% 

60% 

70% 

69% 

51% 

34% 

33% 

All
Students

FARMS

Special Ed

LEP

MSA Reading Grade 3-8 Assessments: 
Improvement 2004 to 2012 

Student Groups by Percent Proficient 

2004
2012

37% 

26% 

25% 

16% 
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66% 

88% 

83% 

45% 

62% 

70% 

60% 

81% 

75% 

36% 

51% 

52% 

All Students

Asian

White

African
American

Hispanic

American
Indian

HSA ALGEBRA I 
Improvement 2004 to 2010  

Racial Groups by Percent Passing 

2004

2010

+18 

+11 

+9 

+8 

+7 

+6 

* Racial Categories were redefined in 2010 so trend data is presented from 2004 to 2010.    
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40% 

32% 

73% 

54% 

36% 

20% 

60% 

39% 

LEP

Special Ed

All Students

FARMS

HSA ALGEBRA I 
Improvement 2004 to 2012 

Student Groups by Percent Passing 

2004

2012
+12 

+13 

+4 

+15 
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85% 

85% 

72% 

64% 

71% 

57% 

75% 

71% 

58% 

46% 

53% 

39% 

Asian

White

All Students

Hispanic

American Indian

African American

HSA English 10 
Improvement 2005 to 2010 

Racial Groups  by Percent Passing  

2005

2010

+18 

+18 

+18 

+14 

+14 

+10 
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29% 

32% 

74% 

56% 

17% 

16% 

58% 

36% 

LEP

Special Ed

All Students

FARMS

HSA English 10 
Improvement 2005 to 2012 

Student Groups  by Percent Passing 

2005

2012

+20 

+16 

+16 

+12 

* HSA English 10 was first administered in 2005.  
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PARCC ELEMENTARY AND MIDDLE SCHOOL  
RESULTS BY PERCENT AT PERFORMANCE LEVEL 3, 4 AND 5 
YEAR 1 (2014-2015) AND YEAR 2 (2015-2016) 
 

Year 1 
PARCC 

2015 

Year 2 
PARCC 

2016 

PARCC Mathematics 
Year 1 - 56.5% 
Year 2 - 59.6% 

PARCC English Language Arts 
Year 1 – 64.9% 
Year 2 – 64.3% 

Mathematics (MSA) 
Year 1 – 58.1% 
Year 2 – 64.6% 

Reading (MSA) 
Year 1 – 68.9% 
Year 2 – 72.3% 
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Mathematics (HSA) 
Year 1 – 59.9% 
Year 2 – 54.5% 

English 10 (HSA) 
Year 1 – 57.9% 
Year 2 – 61.2% 

PARCC HIGH SCHOOL ASSESSMENT 
RESULTS BY PERCENT AT PERFORMANCE LEVEL 3, 4 AND 5 
YEAR 1 (2014-2015) AND YEAR 2 (2015-2016) 
 

Year 1 
PARCC 

2015 

Year 2 
PARCC 

2016 

PARCC Algebra I 
Year 1 – 58.3% 
Year 2 - 59.9% 

PARCC English 10 
Year 1 – 60.6% 
Year 2 – 63.6% 

34 



PARCC ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS – Grades 3 - 8 
2015, 2016 Results by Performance Level  
 

Note: Percentages may not total 100% due to rounding   

35 

17 

18 

17 

16 

12 

13 

12 

13 

13 

14 

20 

22 

19 

19 

19 

19 

22 

20 

21 

21 

20 

19 

20 

19 

24 

25 

25 

25 

30 

29 

27 

27 

27 

26 

22 

22 

33 

33 

29 

30 

32 

33 

37 

36 

32 

32 

34 

33 

7 

6 

10 

10 

4 

4 

3 

3 

8 

8 

4 

4 

ELA 8 (2015)

ELA 8 (2016)

ELA 7 (2015)

ELA 7 (2016)

ELA 6 (2015)

ELA 6 (2016)

ELA 5 (2015)

ELA 5 (2016)

ELA 4 (2015)

ELA 4 (2016)

ELA 3 (2015)

ELA 3 (2016)

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 Level 5



PARCC ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS – High School  
2015, 2016 Results by Performance Level  
 

Note: Percentages may not total 100% due to rounding   

36 

15 

21 

22 

12 

21 

17 

18 

15 

22 

19 

27 

21 

19 

30 

23 

32 

28 

30 

32 

29 

8 

12 

14 

4 

9 

ELA 9 (2015)

ELA 9 (2016)

ELA 10 (2015)

ELA 10 (2016)

ELA 11 (2015)

ELA 11 (2016)

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 Level 5

Not Assessed in 2015 



PARCC MATHEMATICS Grades 3-8  
2015, 2016 Results by Performance Level  
 

Note: Students in Grades 3-8  taking end of course Assessment s (Algebra  I, II, Geometry )are not included . 
Percentages may not total 100% due to rounding   
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PARCC MATHEMATICS – High School 
2015, 2016 Results by Performance Level  
 

Percentages may not total 100% due to rounding   
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2016 Maryland PARCC End of Course Assessment  
Mathematics by Performance Level : Middle School Students 
 

n =25,469  

Note: Percentages may not total 100% due to rounding   

n =2,491 

4 11 58 6 Algebra I 22 

2 18 61 20 Geometry

Percent 
Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 Level 5

3 6 14 36 41 Algebra II
n =66  

3 10 21 58 8 
All HS 
n=28,026 



1990 1992 1996 2000 2003 2005 2007 2009 2011 2013 2015
Grade 4 National 12 17 20 22 31 35 39 38 40 41 39
Grade 4 Maryland 18 22 21 31 38 40 44 48 47 40
Grade 8 National 15 20 23 26 27 28 31 33 34 34 32
Grade 8 Maryland 17 20 24 29 30 30 37 40 40 37 35
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NAEP Math Proficiency 
All Students 
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1992 1994 1998 2002 2003 2005 2007 2009 2011 2013 2015
Grade 4 National 27 28 29 30 30 30 32 32 32 34 35
Grade 4 Maryland 24 26 29 30 32 32 36 37 43 45 37
Grade 8 National 27 27 31 31 30 29 29 30 32 34 33
Grade 8 Maryland 31 32 31 30 33 36 40 42 37
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NAEP Reading Proficiency 
All Students 

Grade 4 National

Grade 4 Maryland

Grade 8 National

Grade 8 Maryland
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2009 2011 2015
Grade 4 National 32 37
Grade 4 Maryland 33 37
Grade 8 National 29 31 33
Grade 8 Maryland 28 32 36
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NAEP Science Proficiency 
All Students 

Grade 4 National

Grade 4 Maryland

Grade 8 National

Grade 8 Maryland
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Cohort Graduation Rate Trend:   
4-Year and 5-Year 
 
Increase in Graduation Rates Continue with the Class of 2015 

81.97 82.82 83.57 84.97 86.39 86.98 
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